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ARCH AOLOGICAL SURVEY OF CHYLON. 


NORTH-CENTRAL PROVINCE. 


ANNUAL REPORT: 1891.* 


PREAMBLE. 


THE weather during the first half of the year was very favourable to operations. Unlooked-for 
_ rain in March was supplemented later by an abnormal burst of the south-west monsoon. 

inf The exceptionally heavy rains of May prevented the ground from assuming for four months 
the baked character of the “dry season” of ordinary years. 

But the north-east monsoon of 1891 (one of the wettest in recent years throughout the Island) 
was exceedingly severe in the North-Central Province. The persistent rainfall not alone stocked the 
tanks of the district to repletion, but converted all low ground at Anuradhapura into standing pools, 
and filled the artificial pokunw 15 ft. to 20 ft. deep—an experience rare to the oldest inhabitant. Field 
work of the survey suffered in consequence. The sodden ground, unable to absorb all the rain it 
received, often rendered excavation only feasible by draining off surplus water. 


EXPLORATION. 


Work was pursued methodically on the lines of last year. The Sinhalese gang continued to 
push on northwards of the Jétawandrdma ruins, cutting broad base lines from west to east at intervals, 
between the village paths to Galkadawala and Pankuliya, exploring thoroughly each area $0 defined 
_ by north and south tie lines, and clearing every ruin struck of undergrowth. 

Between January and March five such areas of jungle (H, I, J, K, and part of L) were examined. 
These stretch north of the Outer Circular road, about half way to the “ Vijayaradma” ruins, and 
laterally three-quarters of a mile by two miles. Beyond area H ruins occur sparsely. Area I, mostly 
low scrub, embraces the former fields of the abandoned Perimiyankulam tank. Inareas J and K are 
only a few straggling buildings of little importance. 

Between April and June the Sinhalese villagers (ten to fifteen men) worked through area L, 

It was searched very thoroughly, and proved more fruitful of ruins than I, J, or K combined. 
The chief ruinf here, “a quadrangle nearly 30 yards square, surrounded by buildings like a Kandyan 
walawwa,” with a structure in the centre, was discovered by the Government Agent, Mr. R. W. 
levers, in 1887. 

The quadrangle has an outer and narrower enclosure extending along the front. Three sides 
were evilently occupied by a series of rooms, leaving a central courtyard. 

The main portion of the quadrangle, standing upon a higher basement revetted with massive 
slabs of dressed stone, was well laid ont, and enclosed a pillared building. 

No ruins have been found between this site and the Malwatu-oya on the east. 

There are several other ruined buildings in the neighbourhood, but only accessible by the 
irregular bypaths recently cut. 

Before the clese of the year the further parallel base lines M, N, 0, P, @ were opened, 
completing the intersection of the forest and jungle tract between the Jétawanarama and 
Vijsyarama ruins. All linesnorth of Hare limited by the paths to Galkada wala and Pankuliya, which 
start from the Outer Circular road at the * Tammattam” and “ Kuttam” pokunu respectively. 

Off M a few minor groups of pillars were discovered; but nothing near N. It would there- 
fore seem as if to the north (speaking strictly and excluding suburbs), the limit of the ruins of 
Anuradhapura—continuous monasteries, only separated by streets, tanks, and occasional gardens— 
had been passed at lines Land M, 

Lines 0, P, Q@ carry exploration northwards as far as the abandoned Palugasvewa tank and 
fields lying immediately south of “ Vijayardma.” No ruins were found along or between 0, P; on Q 
only a single building, small, and of no importance. 


“ Vijayarama.” 


Temporarily taken off line exploration the Sinhalese completely re-opened the “ Vijaydrama ” 
ruins and cleared the tree-covered mound known as “ Kiribat Vehera,” an ancient dagaba, half 
a mile north-east.t 


* Embraces Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh Report (Sessional Papers XVI., 1892 ; X., 1893, XII., 1896, XIII., 1896). 

+ Most easily reached by the ancient road (ii.) running north. Plan issued with Fifth Report (Sessional Paper X., 1898). 

A ta Jétawaniréma Dagaba the “ Vijay4r4ma” Monastery bears 122-63 N. by 1°55 W., and “ Kiribat Vehera” 152-14 
N. by 27° ‘ 
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Mr. Burrows briefly alludes to these ruins in his report on Archeological work done at 
Anuradhapura from August, 1884, to February, 1886 :— | 
These remuins are interesting, as they are said by the priests, with some show of support fromthe Mahdwansa, 
to mark a settlement slightly anterior to the foundation of Anurddhapura, and therefore four or five hundred 
years anterior to the Christian era. They consist of a small dagaba of brickwork rising from a square stone base ; a 
large oblong buil ling, possibly a monastery, with a boundary wall of carved slabs ; several smaller buildings ; and a 
mst picturesque pokuna, or artificial lake. On each of the huge slabs that constitute the wall of the monastery is carved 
a single male figure in relief unier a large canopy in very high relief. Half a mile to the north again isa large dagaba 
known as the “ Kiri Vehera.” The simplicity of ornamentation an solidity of structure which mark these buildings, 
and the distinctive character of the frieze on the monastery wall, differentiate them from the ruins hitherto discovered 
in the city itself.* 
As the jungle at “ Vijry4rama” was cut back, the perfect symmetrical arrangement of this fine 
_ monastery gralually developed itself. 
The complete excavation of these ruins was carried out during the second and third quarters of 
the year. 
“Kiribat Vehera.” 


This ancient digaba is in present apperrance a small hill covered with grass (through which 
brick d4bris shows up freely), shaded heavily by trees. In height it rises to about 30 ft.; and the tape 
run round the bottom of the slops gave a circumference of over 200 yards. 

The jungle round was explored, but beyond a solitary pillar bearing an inscription of the 
tenth century the only other relic of the past discovered was a pilima-gé (image-house) on four tall 
squared pillars, which once supported a roof over a large standing figure of the Buddha, now fallen 
on its face. 

The trunk of the image is cracked and the lower limbs and one arm gone, but the head is 
apparently almost intact. What remains of the figure measures from crown of head to waist 9 ft. 1 in. 


Ancient Roads. 


The importance of tracing the ancient roads which led out from the great city is being kept 
ever in view. 

Until at least the main arteries are ascertained any attempt to lay down a ground plan of ancient 
Anurddhapura must necessarily be more or less guesswork. These once found, the fixing of many 
of the cross roads which intersected the city and separated monastery from monastery is not likely to 
give much trouble. / 

Three of these old-time roads were successfully followed—two leading north, the third 
eastwards to Mihintalé, ; 


(i.) From Jétawandrama Ruins to “ Vijayarama” Monastery. 


It is self-evident that the street running due south from the “ Vijaydrama” Monastery must 
have had some connection with the Jétawanarama ruins. A tract has been followed, which supplies 
many indieations of its former use as a thoroughfare. 

Where the track traverses the fields below the abandoned Perimiyankulam, Elapatvewa, and 
Palugasvewa tanks the ground is raised. On higher ground it runs between low broad banks— 
perhaps the site of roadside houses and boutiques. Here and there are stones on either side to mark 
its direction, at least a couple of stone ambalam (rest sheds), and, across two small water-courses, 
rough stepping stones. 


(ii.) From the Séla Chaitya Dagaba to the Malwatu-oya.t 


This road was one of the trunk roads of the ancient capital. Passing behind the site for the 
new hospital, it enters cocoanut garden, skirts to the west the “stone canoe” and adjacent ruins 
through jungle (area A), crosses the Basiwakkulam-oya oa the remains of a causeway, and strikes the 
Outer Circular road slightly west of the “ Kuttam-pokuna” (twin ponds). 

Thence it sepirates two monasteries (area M), and traverses low jungle until it reaches a 
quadrilateral ruin, adjoining a large pond (Ramba-pokuna). Trending north-east and north, past the 
so-called “ Walawwa,” the road reaches an abandoned tank (Hlapatvewa) or its fields, and so runs 
inward through more jungle until it crosses the ancient stone bridge over ithe “ Yoda-ela.” From 
this point to the large stone bridge which once spanned the Malwatu-oya the distance is less than 
half a mile.* . 


iii.) From Anurddhapura to Mthintale. 


At Mihintalé this ancient road apparently emerges on the modern North road (Galkulam to_ 


Mihintalé) just south of “Rajagirilena” hill; but innumerable boulders and boundaries of stone 


oceur here so thickly that, until the jungle is more widely cleared, this portion of the old road_ 


cannot be laid down with any confidence. . 
About 2 miles along the road towards Anuradhapura is a rocky ridge and a kadawata or narrow 


“pass.” After reaching Kammalakulama the traces of the old road become very apparent in forest. - 


On one side, or both, are distinct banks about 30 or 40 ft. apart, and signs of brick are noticeable. ‘The 
road gradually approaches the present high road from Anurddhapura to Mihintalé, runs almost 
parallel for some distance, then crosses it about a quarter of a mile short of the 5!st milestone and 
strikes north-west for one and a half mile. Doubtless there was a branch road leading directly 
into Anurddhapura, near Abhayagiri Dagaba ; but the rains of ages have washed away the banks and 
formed deceptive streamlets, Crossing “ MacBride’s Deviation” and the Jaffna road, leaving Puli- 
yankulama Monastery to the north, the ancient road reaches the Malwatu-oya at one of its many 
stone bridges. Boyond the river for a quarter mile or so, the road runs on high ground as far as 
the piers of a causeway over some ancient channel within 200 yards of the Outer Circular road, 
south of the “ Kuttam-pokuna.” 

Evidently for the first three or four miles this was 2 road from the Jétawandrama monasteries. 

The track from first to last cannot be much less than 10 miles. 


* Sessional Paper X., 1886, pp. 1,2. Mr. Burrows had a path opened to these ruins from the Outer Cireular road. 
+ For detailed description of the ancient stone bridges on this “ Yéda-ela ” and the Malwatu-oya see Seventh Report 
(Sessional Paper XITI., 1896, pp. 2, 3). 
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Pankuliya. 
Later im the year the entire block of ruins at Pankuliya was cleared. These ruins are 


situated on the very verge of the Malwatu-oya (left bank), about three miles north of the town. The 


Government Agent, Mr. R. W. Ievers (who visited them four years ago) thus describes the general 
plan of the ruins :— 

I found the ruins on the bund of the river, and having a large pokuna on the west of them. 

The enclosure is covered with forest, and it is at present impossible to make out the plan or decide whether it 
was a large monastery or a palace. The enclosure is crowded with pillars of buildings, and some steps, door frames, 
&e., are visible. In one place there are dvarpals to steps leading to a structure where a portion of a large sedent 
Buddha in white limestone has been uncovered. ‘The figure has fallen on its face, and being deeply buried I had no 
opportunity of examining it. 

The ruins cover am area upwards of 100: yards square. 

The plan* shows a quadrangle of pillars extremely irregular, and not closing up. On careful 
examination the pillars split up into at least thirty buildings, jostling one another in seeming con- 
fusion. Within are three or four detached buildings, a dagaba (east centre), and a large mound (west 
centre) of brick and earth, with two or three viharés. In the centre of one of these viharés, showing 
well above the ground, is an. obvious: part of a large sedent Buddha, fallen headlong. wie 

The large pokuna has a bund on the north, serving both as an approach and by a temporary 
sluice to regulate the supply of water to the adjoining fields. 


Puliyankulam. 


Roughly speaking, these ruins lie a mile eastward of the Malwatu-oya, in and across the fork 
formed by the junction of the Jaffna road, 24 milesfrom Anuradhapura, and “‘ MacBride’s Deviation” 
(short connection between the Kandy and Jaffna roads). 

The whole of the undergrowth (which hid a very extensive monastery) was cleared and burnt 
by the end of August. 

- A detailed description of the ruins (which have not escaped the onslaught of road “ coolies ”)f 
will be deferred until] the excavation of this truly magnificent monastery can be taken up.t 

The arrangement very closely resembles that of the “ Vijayarama” Monastery, though on a far 
larger scale. 

The outermost boundary wall of rough slabs in double line forms a rectangular parallelogram 
(broken by a pokuna.and some ruins on the north), measuring along the south side 330 yards, and 
down the east.aud west sides 360. From the entrance lodge (mura-gé) a street leads for about 100 
yards directly north to the temenos enclosing the sacred buildings. 

To right of the street is a building, in outline plan resembling the similarly placed pansala, or 
chief residence of the monks, at; “ Vijayarama.” Nearly opposite are a few pillars of a building, the 
counterpart, but.for extra size, of the jantdghara or “ bath-house” of “ Vijayarama.” 

The inner quadrangle seems:to follow the “ Vijayarama.”’ plan precisely, with just such. differ- 
ence as more massive work would demand. In.lieuof the enclosing wall brick-builtat “ Vijaydrdma,” 
the raised site was banked up by a moulded revetment of large stone slabs. 

Four entrance porches, in. the centre of each. face, and the grouping of the four ruined buildings 
within the enclosure, confirm the similarity to the “ Vijayarama” arrangement. 

Entering from the south, on the right is a low mound (evidently a dagaba); south-west, probably 
a duplicate of Viharé No. I at “ Vijayarama ;” north-west, a building with a prunaos on the south, 
the fellow of Viharé No. 2’; and finally, a repetition of Viharé No. 3, a vestibuled ruin facing south. 

It was: natural to expect to find a series of piriven annexed to this central quadrangle. Exami- 


- nation first disclosed the sites of twelve small buildings, grouped, and facing precisely as at “ Vijaya- 


rama.” 

But further back are twenty or more of these “residences,” mostly alike in every respect, and 
ranged generally in line behind. the inner coterie. 

Beyond this. outer line of piviven is a wide moat (diydgala), which encircles all the above- 
mentioned buildings, except. the mura-géand the two buildings one on either side of theapproach street. 

_ The fine “hall” united to the “ Vijaydrdma” Monastery on the north is not repeated at 
Puliyankulama. 

_ The northern exterior boundary wall, slightly east of its centre, touchesia large oblong pokuna 
lying more than half within the wall. North of this pokuna is raised ground with unmistakable 
traces (steps, door frames, and pillar stumps) of a cluster of other ruins. Minor stone boundaries 
crop outin places. One grand pillar standing 15 ft. clear of the ground, and some stumps measuring 
2 ft. square, attest the former existence of some large structure. 

Immediately off the Anuradhapura-Jaffna road to the left is a wide-stretching artificial mound, 
some 150’ yards by 120, strewn with brick débris. It must have been connected with the Puliyan- 
kulamia Monastery, which it adjoins on the west. 

Altogether the Puliyankulama ruins may be unhesitatingly declared to be the largest and most 
complete monastery of its kind yet discovered at Anurddhapura. 


EXCAVATION. 
Abhayagiriya Ruins, 


“ Buddhist. Railing.” Site.—Considerable progress was made in the excavation of the site near 
Abhayagiri Dagaba, where the “ Buddhist Railing” was discovered in September of last year. The 
whole of the ground. between the rail and the inner basement line of the building was turtied up toa 
depth of 6 ft. or more. The earth round the outside of the rail basement was also dug. Only a 
comparatively small. proportion: of the railing itself has been so far recovered. 

. Attention was chiefly directed to the digging wp of the ground within the inner square, This’ 
was gutted from corner to corner. A depth of 12 ft. was reached in places. 


* Rough Plan issued with Fifth Report (Sessional Paper X., 1893). 
} There is a reference to these ruins in Mr: Tevers’ Diary; November 30; 1887. 


_] & notion of the co-ordination of’ tite ruined buildings maybe gathered from the tentative ground plan farnistied 
with Sixth Report (Sessional Paper XIL., 1896), mes pear 
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Starting near the middle, the brick walls of what proved to be a small chamber 8 ft. square 


were soon exposed at a depth of 3 ft. to 4 ft. below the level of stone pavement, belonging to a later. 


period than the brick flooring of the piliared building. Some 2 or 3 ft. height of the chamber walls 
remain above this well laid floor. When the débris with which the chamber was filled had been 
cleared, in the centre was discovered a box-like receptacle, 2 ft. square by 1 ft.in height, divided into 


half a dozen irregular partitions by bricks set up endwise. No mortar was used, the whole being 


in puddle—a strong evidence of itsantiquity. ‘he chamber may have originally held relics, gems, &c., 
this smaller compartment being the actual receptacle.* 
From the chamber, brick walls of the most solid construction, or narrow pavements, 3 ft. in 
width, branch off in several directions, probably to form separate rooms or mark passages.t . 

_ The profusion of stone pavement, basement slabs, pillars, ornamental bosses, &¢., covering and 
inextricably running down into the unconnected brickwork below at all angles in baffling confusion, 
is almost certain evidence of a stone superstructure, richly collonaded (to which the magnificent 
railing was a fitting frame), raised upon the ruins of a still earlier structure of brick. It may prove 
impossible, even when the site is everywhere disembowelled, ever to lay down with confidence the 
plan of the building which once stood upon it.f . 


Pilima-gé, No. 1.—A gang was detached to clear and dig at a promising site in uncleared 
jungle close to the north-east corner of the enclosure round the supposed Monastery of the Abhayagiri 
Fraternity. By the end of the year the ruin had been fully excavated. 

It has proved to be a spacious and exceptionally handsome pilima-ge, or image-house, of peculiar 
design—a large structure 75 ft. square witha bay portico in front. The whole site was raised some 
feet above the ground, with a facing of limestone slabs in simple bold moulding, There were 
wide staircases on three sides, besides the chiet entrance through the porch on the north. Upon 
this platform stood the image-house proper, recessed on all four sides—in plan a broad cross. The 
distinctive features of this little shrine (which was roofed as an open canopy on twelve wooden 
clustered posts) are its chastely carved stone plinth, the lotus-leaf surface ornamentation, and 
specially the reversed position of the elaborate makara balustrades to its steps. Around the inner 
shrine were ranged three rows of limestone columns—sixty in all.§ 


“ Vijayarama ” Monastery. 


By the more complete felling of the jungle which hid the greater portion of the “ Vijayarama ”’ 
ruins, and by systematic excavation, the ruined buildings and their co-relation leave no room for 
doubt that here existed a typical sanghadrama, or Buddhist establishment, perfect in itself, with its 
shrines and meeting hall, its priestly residences, bath-house, storerooms, ponds, &c. || 


Broadly, the monastery consisted of a raised quadrangle, 288 ft. north and south by 268 ft. east 


and west, walled, with entrances at the cardinal points, enclosing a dagaba and three viharés, and having 
an open hall attached on the north. Outside this temenos was first a walk, then twelve annexes, 
evenly grouped, surrounded by a moat, with the chief pansa/a, a bathing-house, and a few other build- 


ings on the south and west; the whole covering an area of twelve and a half acres, bounded bya | 


quadrangular outer wall of stone, 200 yards by 300 yards, traces of which may still be seen. 
From the lodge (mura-gé) a broad street led straight to the inner quadrangle. 


Pansala.—Down this street, on the right is an oblong building of 48 pillars with three sets of 
steps in front. This was probably the chief pansala, or monks’ residence. 


Bath-house.—The large ruin, 25 ft. by 39 ft., showing above ground only an array of 48 rough- 


hewn pillars, which lies almost opposite to the pansala, west of the street, proved to be a jantaghara, 
or hot water bath-house. In distribation the pillars differ from the arrangement of the pansala or of 
any other of the monastery buildings. Exactly in the centre of the building are stone slabs forming 
an oblong bath, large but shallow. Hard by were unearthed a fireplace, charcoal, and ashes. 


Porches.—The main approach branches off right and left, completely skirting the inner ; 


quadrangle. This was entered by four flights of stairs through plainly built porches (doratu), one at 
the middle of each face. Within the ¢emenos stood the four shrines irregularly placed, dagaba, and 
viharés. 


and fine flanking dvarpal stones carved with single obese dwart.4 


Dagaba.—The dagaba rests on a paved stylobate 42 ft. square with moulded revetment of gneiss — 


slabs in bold design. It has central stairs on each side. The plinth of the dagaba, entirely of 
limestone, has triplicated moulding partially ornamented. Hardly a trace of the brick bell of the 


dagaba remains.** 
The ddgaba had been broken into by treasure seekers, and the relic-chamber wholly gutted. 
In clearing away the débris which concealed the dagaba basement about a dozen tiny plaques 
of copper were unearthed.{f’ These doubtless formed part of the original contents of the relic- 


chamber. 


Nee aa a a a a a Ste 


* Probably rifled during one of the several Tamilirruptions in early days. _ : : 

‘+ The bricks are of the largest size yet found in Anuradhapura (18 in. by 9 in, by 3 in.), of excellent quality, sharply 
edged, and kiln-baked to perfection, Those of the chamber and inner receptacle are smaller, 12 in. by 9 in. by 2 in. 

‘{ Many “ finds,” archzologically valuable, were unearthed during the progress of the excavation—shapely columns, 
broken statutes (figures of Buddha and Nandi bull), ancient coloured beads of all sizes, early coins (eldlings, Southern Indian, 
and even Roman vbolz), besides a variety of iron and copper tools, &c, See Plates III.-VII. and Appendices A, B. Fourth 
Repors (Sessional Paper XVI., 1892). or : ; 

§ A detailed description of this choice ruin is given in Seventh Report (Sessional Paper XIII., 1896, pp. 3, 4, Plates I-V), 
\| See Plan of « Vijayarama ” Monastery, as excavated (Sess, Pap. X., 1893). j hee 

{ Below the floor of each of the four porches was found a brick built cella, a cube 1 ft. 6 in., containing a bronze figure 
of a double-faced god, an animal, and three small clay saucer lamps. The east porch held an elephant, the south a horse, 
the north a lion, the west a bull. The figures probably represent the Sataravaran Deviyd, or Four Guardian.Gods. See 
Appendix B., Sess. Pap. XII., 1896, : ; 

** See Plate VIIL. Fifth Report (Sessional Paper X., 1893). According to the proportions of the dagaba model at 
Ruwanveli Séya, its elevation from base to pinnacle would be 25 ft. 8 in. above the stylobate. 

t+ These plaques are votive tablets of the Mahayana cult. One contains the “ Buddhist creed” formula; the rest 
dharani and mantra (mystic invocations) addressed to Dhyani Budihas, Bodhisatwayas, and to the sakti Tara—all creations 


or adoptions of Northern Buddhism. See Appendix A., Sess, Pap, XTII., 1896. 


At the foot of the entrance stairs, at the south and west porches, are semi-circular moonstones 


2; 
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The Sinhalese character on the plates approaches closely that of the inscribed basemeni slabs 
of the so-called “Bhdjana-sdlava” at Mibintalé. The period thus determined, the collateral gain 
to a:comparative study of styles and forms of the sacred architecture of Anuradhapura cannot be 
over-estimated. Here is definite starting point from which to work both backward and forward in 
tracing the gradual modification of structural and sculptive art, as developed at the greatest centre of 
Ceylon Buddhism. 

These plaques have a further value. Per saliem they bridge over some four centuries in the 
history of copperplate writing in this Island, hitherto known to go back only as far as the close of the 
fourteenth century. 


Viharé No. 1.—In the south-west corner of the monastery quadrangle is a building, four-square, 
(30 ft. 6 in.) supported on 16 pillars. ‘There were four entrances, one on each side. At the centre of 
the building four altars, brick built and cross-shaped, were found in situ. These mal-dsana (flower 
altars) would properly be placed before four seated images of Buddha, fronting the entrances, with their 
backs to a centre stupa of small size. This pilima-gé may have been dedicated to the four Manushi 
Buddhas who preceded Gautama in the present kalpa. 


Viharé No. 2.—The building, situated slightly east of north of Vihdré No. 1 last, was another 
*image-house,” but differing entirely in design. 

The building is virtually square, with a front bay, or pronoas, on the south. Upon a 
moulded substructure of brick stood a walled building, 26 ft. square, of thirty-two columns, entered 
by a flight of steps with dwarf-guardian terminals. 

The interior of the building is paved throughout. The vestibule seems to have admitted into 
a closed verandah almost circumscribing the shrine proper, against the back wall of which evidently 
once stood a brick dsanaya supporting a large sedent figure of the Buddha.” 


_ Viharé No. 3.—East of Viharé No, 2 and north of the dagaba is a ruin, also facing south, and 
probably the principal vihare. It is of the type so familiar among the Anurddhapura ruins as the 
central shrine of a quincunx cluster of buildings. . Exactly facing the doorway, and close to the back 
wall, was placed in all probability an image of the Buddha, seated on an dsanaya, whilst against the 
side walls stood erect figures of Buddhas and Rahats as in existing Buddhist temples.t 


Annexes.—Immediately outside the stone prakdraya, or kerb, bordering the walk round 
the raised quadrangle, are ranged the twelve smaller buildings mentioned above. Excavation has 
shown all to be alike, and in plan smaller replicas of Viharé No. 3, differing only in general 
diminution and less elaborate finish. Twelve pillars, bricked round the outer face leaving an 
interior space of 17 ft., stand on a basement, 24 ft. square and 2 ft.6in. high. All these annexes face 
inwards towards the quadrangle. 

It is likely that they served as piriven, or extra lodgings for monks not able to find shelter in 
the chief pansala. 


Halil. 


_ Connected with the north porch of the temenos by a passage is a great oblong hypethral 
mandapaya, or hall, 69 ft. in depth from south to north, with a width of 63 ft. 6 in., probably intended 
. for refection or exercise. The floor is formed simply. of stamped earth. The hall has a stone 
faced. basement of five bold members. Above this chaste stylobate risesa wall of massive slabs carved 
with bas-reliefs, giving to the whole a height of 6ft.10 in. The building is entirely pillarless and was 
unroofed. — 

The bold lines of the moulding from basement plinth to the choice coping which crowns the 
wall slabs would alone mark out this structure as worthy a high place among the architectural 
remains of the ancient city. But it is to the bas-reliefs on its wall that the “ Hall” owes its chief 
distinction. In this respect it stands unrivalled. | 

The general design of these carvings may be described as a series of figured “ cameos” 
flanked by raised vertical panels of floriated ornament, carried quite round the walls. Hach 
“cameo” consists of at least one main figure within an arched niche carved in intaglio relievato. 
Above the niches, cut in relief from the plane of the wall slabs, are makara toran, varying in detail, 
but broadly uniform. The carvings were not confined to the walis alone. Immediately below 
each band of ornament on the block of the basement are similar relief-cut facets, square, in 
the majority of which a single figure is carved—nearly all ganas (dwarfs) in a variety of postures. 

It is easy to assign the chief figures either to Siva or Vishnu, with their respective sacéti, or 
“female energy,” Parvati and Laksmi. 

No stone inscription has been found at “ Vijayardma” to aid in fixing the age of the “ Vijaya- 
rama’ Monastery. But other evidence is forthcoming no less reliable and doubly conclusive. 
There is no gainsaying the sure testimony of the inscribed metal plates, or of the sculpture on 
the “Hall” slabs. The writing on the plaques, their contents, and the florid surface carving which 
adorns the walis of the “ Hall,” ail lead to the same conclusion. The degenerate Tantric phase of 
Northern Buddhism, which pervades the so-called “middle caves” at Ajanta, Elura, and other 
similar contemporary semi-Buddhist, semi-Hindt shrines of India, must have spread to Ceylon ; 
and has unmistakably left its mark at this isolated monastery of ancient Anurddhapura. As too the 
plaques were almost certainly enshrined within the dagaba, the founding of the “ Vijayarama” 
Monastery cannot be brought later than the end of the ninth century. 

Intercourse with Southern India had been growing steadily closer since the days of the 
“great and renowned ” Manavamma (7387-807 A.D.), who owed his throne to a Pallavaruler. During 
a reign of twenty years Mahinda II. (691-726 A.D.) showed himself an impartial and lavish supporter 
of Hindu worship jointly with Buddhism. Under Sena I. (846-806 A.D.) the Pandiyans held the Island 
unmolested until bribed to depart. It can be no matter of wonder that a Buddhist saaghadrama of the 
more advanced Mahayana cult should be proved to have existed in Ceylon during the eighth or 
ninth century. 


* Here was uncovered one of the mistermed *‘ Yogi-stone ” 3 ft. square, with twenty-five partitions, all empty. Regard- 
ing these “‘ yantra-gal,” see Appendix A., Sess. Pap. XITI., 1896. 
+ Another “ yantra-gala,” similarly partitioned and empty, was found here, covered with a plain slab. 
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Pankuliya. 


A week start has: boon made with the exeavation of these ruins. “Within the exterior row of 
buildings, forming a rough quadrangle, lie some half a dozen detatched ruins; the pilima-gé (image- 
house) with the fallen Buddha (No.1), three other buildings, Nos. 3, 4, 5 (probably other shrines), 
and a dagaba mound (No. 2). 


: Viharé No. 2.—The building (No. 1), in the centre of which was the peeiiays Buddha, was 
the first dug, work being carrried round the figure and gradually outwards. 

The image proved to be much less damaged by the fall than had been Poared. Though broken 
in. two at the waist and bereft of both arms (fortunately found near), the upper portion of the. body 
and the head are sound. As since raised and replaced with the hands fitted on, the figure is 
undoubtedly the finest of the large sedent Buddhas yet discovered at Anurddhapura. The classic 
features, simple expression, and life-like attitude, as represented in the act of blessing (dstrwada — 
mudra) render this figure a variation from the ubiquitous dhyana- mudra images with folded hands 
and meditative stare. It measures from hair to left instep 6 ft. 9 in.; across theknee 6 ft. Fragments 
of the chastely carved asanaya, or seat of the image, were dug up round, 

The building occupies, with regard to the ruined dagaba, nearly the position of the very similar 
shrine (Viharé No. 2) within the walled quadrangle of the “ Vijayarama” Monastery. 


The pilima-gé stood on a basement 29 ft. 6.in. square, about 2-ft.6in.in height. On Mesiaouti, 
or front, is a vestibule measuring externally 19 ft. in breadth by 13 ft. deep. Thereare two stairways. 
That in front flanked by makara balustrades of the simpler form, and cobra-hooded dwara-pala 
stones, with at foot a moonstone embellished with a band of elephants and horses and leaf orna- 
mentation.* ‘The other steps, plainer, are in the right or east wall. 


Cross trenches disclosed unmistakably that the present vihdré was not the earliest erection. 
It stood on the site of an older and larger Du nee 38 ft. 6 in. square, with an echoes portico on 
the south.f 


Dagaba.—The ruin, freed of earth on all faces and above, shows that its nian or platform was 
o4 ft, four-square and 4 ft. 3 in. in height from the old ground-level to the stone flags of its pavement. 

The basement wall is of brick, moulded on the ordinary lines; but with a broad frieze of 
elephant. caryatides alternating with plain pilasters as supporters to a cornice now completely gone. 
The maluwa is ascended, like that of the “ Vijayarama ” Dagaba, by four central perrons of steps. 
Its pavement, was laid endways to the sides, the inner slabs being shaped to fit in with those imme- 
diately radiating from the dagaba itself. Placed diagonally —an unusual arrangement—were two 
stone flower altars, Besides. these larger offering slabs, three or four sripdda-gal (oblong flat stones . 
with surface carved feet of the Buddha) of various sizes lay here and there, and let into the eer 
near the four corners were stands for lamp-posts, neatly carved. 


Viharé No. 3.—This building also approximates in relative position closely to Vihdré No. 3 at 
“ Vijayarama.” It was a shrine of the now well-known type—oblong, with a single flight of steps 
on thefront. Its exterior measurements give 35 ft. frontage by 27 ft. down the sides. The entrance 
faces south. The roof beams were supported on sixteen pillars. 


CIRCUIT WoRK.{ 


During the, last. fortnight of March I accompanied the Government Agent, (Mr. R.. W. Levers): 
ona circuit in portions of the Kanadara, Kenda, Kalpé,and Uddiyankulam Koralés to gain preliminary 
insight into the antiquities of this part of the North-Central Province. 


Kendewa.—A slab. (found in a garden near the present school) inscribed on one side. The 
writing is of the tenth century, extremely ‘weathered ; the first part completely worm away. 


Nirawiya,—A cluster of rocks at the head of the long Kalanchiya tank. The site of an ancient 
temple, now thickly overgrown with Huphorbia and scrub. Under boulders three cave dwellings, one 
hollowed with special care. Adjoining the caves a large pokuna. 

Upon flat rock is a short inscription of four lines in bad order, a “ grant to the PEED ENS, ™ by. 
“ Naka Maha Raja.” 


Bandara Ratmale.—By the side of the path to Kapirigama is a squared piller, 6 ft. Gin. im 
height, rounded at top, with an inscription on three sides, and symbols onthe fourth, greatly weather- 
beaten. The pillar and writing resemble those at Ktaviragolléwa and Htakada, ines belong to the tenth 
century. 


Kapirigama,—A well-to-do temple, dating from early times, with modern pansala, tiled ¢ “ Bana . 
maduwa.” Some; very small stone Buddhas at the foot of the terraced bo-tree. A viharé and dagaba 
are upon a stretch of bare reck. Viharé of the ordinary Kandyan type. 

The dagaba, raised om a substantial platform is 40 yards: in circumference. Near is an old 
stone flower altar, which bears traces of large siri-pdda. cut on it. Sa Us 

A short pillar, inscribed on two:sides, with figures of dog and crow on another. The inseription 
(partially decipherable). belongs to, the same period as that at Bandara Ratmalé. a eeS, 

The Kapirigama temple possesses: some old palm leaf manuscripts. 


Tammanakanda,—A picturesque rocky hill, jungle-clad on its lower reaches. T'wo stairways. 
of 115 and 50 steps are cut in the rock. 

The. old dagaba, long since rifled, is mow a steep grass-covered mound, with a deep pit down its 
centre. Inthisisthe octagonal stone kote (pinnacle) of the dagaba. Three ancient inscriptions: that 
on the right is of 5 lines, the other two of Jand 15 lines. The ancient name of the temple, “ Naka- 

avata Viharé” is given in all. The first two inscriptions belong respectively to Mahallaka Naga 
(er rehe A. D.), and his son Sie or pees Tisa ee! 193 A. D.). 


* The riser of the top step bears a single line inscription in Grantha character. 
; + Some interesting “finds” were made at this ruin :—Two bronze feet ; images in chalk and terracotta ; the left eye (with 
coloured: pupil) o£ the laxge sedent, Buddha. ;, and portions. of a broad silver’ belt; inlaid with large counterfeit gems’ (emeralds 
and rubies of glass, pigment, and crystal) set in rt partitions 

{ A Circuit Map showing: by, red lines the route followed accompanied Seventh Report (Sess, Pap, XITD., 1896). 
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Moragahawela,—In the Moragahawela fields is a short pillar inseribed on two sides in Tamil 
eharacters quite clear. It belongs to a “Jaya Bahu.” 


Gomalakanda,—A small gal-vihdré (rock-temple) built among rocks, which slope upwards to 
the highest point, on which a mis-shapen dagaba has been built in recent years. The only thing of 
interest isan old stone slab carved with two ‘Buddhas engaged. back to back. 


Tamarayala,—A long reach of slab rock, with several small water holes (gal-walawal) and stone — 
_ foundations of buildings. Noticeable are also a small cylindrical hole, a foot deep, with a 2-ft. 
circular rim incised, and a large circle, 13 ft. 6 in. in diameter, shallowly cut.* 

_ There are two rock-cut inscriptions close together: (i.) a single line, of which the latter portion 
has worn away ; (ii ) six lines, also imperfect, of King “ Gamani Abhaya (Gaja Bahu I., 113-135 A.D.), 
son of [ Vankanasika ] Tisa, grandson of Wahaba Raja.” 


: -Pahala Kayinatama,—On the bund of Pahala-vewa a short two-line inscription of Wahaba 
Raja. Grant to “‘Chakadoraya” Vihdaré.t 


Debalgala,—A_ picturesquely situated rock temple, so called from the “forked” (dedal) 
boulders on its summit. A pansala is placed half way up the rock, and along flight of steps in a 
gorge leads up to the viharé. 

There are three inscriptions : (i.) the oldest, one line, of which only a few letters remain ; 
(ii.) a second, more recent, of six lines belonging to “Siri Makawana Aba Maha Raja” (Kirti Sri 
Méghavarna, 304-32 A.D. ); and (iii.) a third, quite modern, on the right of the flight of the steps to 
the viharé, dated Saka [17] 21 (1798 a.D.), in which the temple is styled “ Ruvangiri Viharé.” 


Nettukkanda,—Five cave inscriptions and three long rock inscriptions, reciting the fields and 
tanks granted to “ Honagiri Viharé.”{ The name of the royal grantor does not occur. 


' Veherabendigala,—A curious outcrop of flattish rock known as “ Kirilagala” and “ Vehera- 
bendi-gala,” stretching, with intervening jungle patches, for three-quarters of a mile or more. 

Here are a rock inscription of six lines obliterated in parts, a ruined dagaba, many sites of 
ancient buildings, and a magnificent oblong pokuna, stone-faced. 

This must have been a monastery of considerable extent and importance, judging even by the 
ruins to be seen. In general design the buildings were double-roomed, rising from low basements 
of earth and gravel, stone-faced, with a flagstone. gangway uniting the front and back portions.§ 
There is some attempt at grouping. The pokuna is in avery perfect ‘condition. Itis built of dressed 
stone with massive coping, and has a flight of steps of three tiers in the centre of each face. 


Rasnakewa.—There is a small temple on a low rocky hill at the further end of the tank. The 
interest of the place lies chiefly in a long inscription (29 lines) of the early centuries deeply cut on 
the tread of the rock-hewn stairway. 


Vevelketiya,—A fine slab (inscribed on one side only), and considerably worn. The record 
belongs to “Siri Satig Bo Abhay” (Mihinda IV., 975-991 A.D.).|| 


Tambalagollewa,—Rock temple, one of the best in the North-Central Province, situated 
half a mile from Vévelketiya. On a terrace below the hill is built a spacious pansala. Higher 
are a double-roofed bana-gé, a small wooden-ty pe viharé on short stone piers, anda restored dagaba. On 
the uppermost terrace the viharé is built beneath the rock. It contains a rock-cut sedent Buddha, and 
abuts on toa Vishnu déwalé and a second viharé. Save a few letters cut at random here and there © 
on the rocks, and.a pillar fragment of the early 10th century, no inscription remains at this temple. 


Kumbukvewa,—Two miles off the cross road from Ratmalagahavewa to Kahatagasdigiliya. A 
eave, rock-cut steps, and pokuna show that this was an ancient temple. A rock inscription in two 
lines, worn. Apparently a grant to the priests of “ Naka-pavata Viharé.” ; 


Between September 5 and October 25 a lengthy tour on foot was undertaken in the northern | 
and north-eastern divisions of the North-Central Province. Exploration was carried through five 
Koralés—-Kanadara, Uddiyankulam, Mahapotana, Kalpé, and Kunchuttu—until continuous rain and 
temporary illness necessitated return to Anuradhapura. Mr. Wickremasinghe, my Assistant, rendered 
invaluable aid— particularly towards the close of the trip, when I was prostrated with ‘fever. A 
fortnight was spent in examining the ruins at Padaviya. Many inscriptions already known have been 
revised, and a considerable number hitherto unknown copied and, where possible, photographed. 


Palu Mekichchewa,— Near the 63rd milestone on the Puttalam-Trincomalee road in juugle a 
the wdné, or spill-water, of Pélu Mekichchéwa, an abandoned tank is, a rock inscription of six lines, 
well preserved, belonging to “ Gdémani Abaya” (Gaja Bahu I.). 


Ellevewa.—T wo miles from Rampatvila. The Ellévewa temple stands on a rock known as 
Veheragala, ‘“‘the dagaba (crowned) rock.” 

_. The dagaba, flower altar, nicely carved S7ri patul stone, stone steps, and the massive basement 
slabs of theold pansala, &c., all testify to the antiquity of “ Veheragala.” An inscribed pillar 
now lies outside the temple premises. It belongs to “ Abha Salaméwan Dapulu” (Dapulu V., 
940-952 A.D.).9 
; About half a mile from the temple is another and shorter pillar, bearing on one side 12 lines of 

writing in a larger and more antiquated form of Sinhalese character, and on another side sun, moon, 
bow, and arrow. This is a record of “ Abhd Salaméwan,” perhaps Sena I. (846-866 A.D.). 


Nettukkanda,—Re-visited this site. Miiller speaks of only two rock inscriptions and transcribes 
none, Discovered a fourth shorter inscripiion, half buried and partly defaced. 


* These curious unexplained holes and circles occur at other ancient rock sites. 

f Misread in 1891. 

t Dr. Miiller (Ancient Inscriptions in Ceylon p. 34) appears to have copied three of the cave inscriptions only. . 

§ The so-called ruined “palaces” on the Outer Circular road at Anuraédhapura are somewhat similar. 

|| Dr. Miiller (/.c, p. 58 ; Sessional Paper XXIV., 1875) hesitated in identifying the king as Méhindu IV, from misreading 
the name of his father. 

{ Miiller examined it, but gives only a partial text and ranslation 
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Kahatagasdigiliya,—A_ ruined building, and a large inscribed slab, close to the high road. The 
inscription is badly weathered. It resembles the Vévelketiya slab closely, and is almost certainly a 
grant by the same king (Mahindu IV.). 


Bambarahela,—Towering boldly above the village tank is a detached mass of rock, Bambara- 
hela-kanda, not unlike Sigirigala and Yapahuwa, and nearly precipitous on one side. A vihdré and. 
pansala are erected on the rocky strata at the base of the scarp. The traditional name of this rock is 
“ Dévagiri.” Copied four cave inscriptions. Further search would doubtless result in the discovery 
of more. 


Konvewa,—T wo or three ruined sites and buildings under light jungle, near the tank and 
within a hundred yards of the village enclosure. 

Of the images now at the sluice the largest is a fine sedent Buddha overshadowed by Muchalinda 
Naga Raja. 

Aminichchiya.—A hinna, or rocky ridge, three-quarters of a mile from Konvewa. Rock 
inscription, eight lines, of about the fourth century A.D. 


Kokebe.—The village lies south-east of the forest-clad hill, Kokebé-kanda, or Sangili-malai, a 
cone-shaped landmark for many a mile round. A dagaba and some rock-cut steps and traces of 
buildings and caves on the hinna adjoining the tank. 


Pandarellewa,—A short pillar slab roughly inscribed on three sides, which has been freely 
used by the villagers for sharpening their /etz (bill-hooks). One side bears low-relief figures, rude 
in execution, of a dog and crow, face to face. The character is of about the eighth century A.D. 


Komarikawala.—Buried to the waist in the mould of centuries sat a colossal stone Buddha, 
looking strangely weird in the forest shade. Had the image and a square mal-dsanaya, both of 
limestone, exhumed. The head and body of the figure are weatherworn, but the legs and feet have 
been well preserved by the earth covering. It measures 7 ft. from head to foot and 6 ft.-10 in. 
between the knees. The ancient premises are enclosed by a stone boundary wall with a bay on the 
south, from which again projects some large building. There are sites of other buildings and stumps 
of pillars around. 


Tikkanpotana.—At a gal-pota (rock outcrop), nearly a mile from the hamlet, are the outlines 
of a large ruin similar to those at Veherabendi-gala—two rooms united by a massive stone landing 
with rectangular basement slabs, a few of which still lie about. 


Mahapotana,—In the jungle beside the path to Pandarelléwa, within stone boundaries, was 
pointed out a sedent Buddha, almost perfect. It was formerly enshrined in a viharé of twenty-four 
dressed pillars, mostly now broken. Traces of other buildings ; and a dagaba within an enclosure, 
50 ft. by 3:3 ft. 


Kotakanda,—This “ squat hill” is an insignificant looking cluster of wooded rocks, less than a 
mile north-west of EKlapattéwa, a small Moor village. The smaller (east) group is riddled with caves 
in two tiers, one immediately above the other. <A flight of stone steps leads up on the right to the 
summit of a large boulder, where a small dagaba was fitly placed. Beneath this boulder lies the 
upper tier of caves. Almost all the caves were artificially improved and converted into semi-structural 


dwellings by substantial walls of brick and stone laid in mud. The caves under the south face of - 


the rock (the top of which forms the approach to the upper range) are more lofty than those above, 
and served as the dweiling for the recluses of this rocky hermitage. There are at least seven 
caves, of which one was utilized as the viharé. Over another cave is an inscription in the oldest 
form of cave character. A second inscription (of the fifth to ninth century period) was found on flat 
rock ; but too abraded to yield much. 

Timbirivewa,—On the minor road from Konvewa to Dematavewa. A quarter of a mile from 
the village is a flit stretch of rock with a ruined dagaba and the raised site of an ancient monastery. 
The rock is called “ Veheragala”’: on itare five inscriptions of about the same age, belonging to Maha 
Séna (277-304 A.D.), and his son Kitti Siri Méghavanna (304-32 A.D.). 


Kammalbendivewa,—A palu-gama, or abandoned village. The ruins lie in thick jungle about 


three-fourths of a mile from Dematavewa. Ancient dagaba, raised on a brick platform 40 ft. square, | 


and mounted by a single flight of steps; on the whole, in ood preservation. Adjoining is a stone- 
revetted ruin. 


Talapatkulama,—Three miles from Diyatittavewa. This fine tank has been long abandoned. 
There is a considerable breach through the high vé-kanda (tank bund), The view of picturesque 
solitude is most striking. A beautiful stretch of open ramba grass land rolls back, with occasional 
wooded clumps to break the monotony, up to the fringe of dark green and brown forest in the 
distance. On the vertical face of a rock at the extremity of 2 hinna forming part of the tank bund 
are some carvings. A nine-hooded cobra, flanked by a dévi (goddess) on either hand ; all cut in low 
relief. These oe supporters ” to the Naga are distinctly uncommon.* On the uncleared hinna are 
remains of stone walls and buildings. 


Puliyankadawala,--Six miles south-west of Parangiyawadiya. About three-quarters of a mile 
west of the village, on some flat rock partly bare, are the sites of an ancient vihdré and two or three 
more buildings; also a jungle-covered dagaba, evidently rifled, for the stone pinnacle (kota) lies at 
its foot. A moonstone of a unique design, a lotus-carved step, and a coiled-cobra trough are 


noteworthy. A few ancient letters cut on the horizontal rock record a gift by a chief’s son to the 


monks. 


Brahmanayagama,—On a hinna (four miles through elose-set forest from Parangiyawédiya) | 


near an abandoned villave, Brahmanayagama, are three caves. This is an ancient temple site. Five 
inscriptions; not all perfect. 


Parangiyawaliya,.—Copied and photographed a Tamil inscription of fourteen lines on one 
side of a pillar slab in the temple precincts. 


* At numberless tanks detached ndga-gal (cobra-stone) are found near the ancient sluices, representing the sacred ; 


guardianship of the water. 


* 
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Diyatittavewa,—Mr, Wickramasinghe discovered here two groups of caves with a couple of 
inscriptions ; also some ruins and broken images. 


Tirappankadawala.—Two miles down the Horowwapotana-Alutoya minor road. Adjoining 
the bund is a rocky patch with two incomplete inscriptions, probably both attributable to the 
time of Gaja Bahu I. (“Gdmini Abaya”). At the other end of the bund igs a roughly-carved 
naga-gala. 3 
Vilevewa.—T wo miles from Horowwapotana, through forest. A small solitary boulder in the 
centre of the spill channel of the tank bears an inscription almost perfectly preserved. It is cut in 
deep but exceptionally small letters, and records a dedication to monks by the mother of “ Gdmini 
Abaya” (Gaja Babu I.). 

Paragaha-ulpota,—Six miles down the Horowwapotana-Vavuniya road. Abouta mile north of 
Nikavewa, adjoining the long Na-hinna ridge, is a large ruined and breached dagaba some 75 yards 
round at its base. West are other ruins—how many cannot be guessed, as forest growth envelopes 

‘the whole site. The largest building seen stood on forty pillars. These ruins might repay further 
examination, / 


Velimahapotana.—On the way back to Horowwapotdna visited the vihdré at Velimahapotana, 
formerly of some local note. In the fields, about one-third of a mile off the road, isa solitary inscribed 
pillar, greatly worn. The few legible letters prove it to belong to the tenth century. 


Medagamakanda.—A small isolated hill in jungle, three-quarters of a mile west of the Horow- 
wapotana—Trincomalee road, near Maradankadawala village. he hill rises in three tiers, almost 
sheer, On the highest terrace are tall shallow caves and a series of ancient “ stone beds” (similar 
to those at the Vessagiri caves, Anurddhapura), smoothed and polished by wear. The two lower rock 
terraces once had protecting railings. 

At the foot of the hill are two caves, one containing three inscriptions. 


Relapanawa,—A viharé of the ordinary Kandyan model—a clay-walled building raised on 
piers, with open portico in front. Some ancient unimportant sculpture near. 


Kuda Ambagasvewa.—Seven miles south-east of Maha Kapugolléwa through Maha Ambagas- 
vewa. So dense is the jungle that a stone Buddha, black with age, was not found without some 
difficulty. The image is seated within a pilima-gé, at the entrance to which is an unusual moonstone 
(resembling somewhat the saadakadapahana at Beligala Vihdré in the Kégalla District) with a band 
of eight elephants meeting at the middle. A prakdraya, or stone boundary, enclosed all the 
buildings. The whole must have been a monastery of some pretensions, connected by a street 
(petmaga) with the caves and dagaba on a hinna nearly a mile away. The dagaba maluwa has stairs 
on the four sides and numerous stri-pada (altar stones). 

The inscriptions found were (i.) one in cave character (reading from left to right), (ii.) frag- 
menis of two pillars with writing of the tenth century, (iii.) a complete inscribed pillar illegible 
from weathering, and (iv.) remnants of a rock record also virtually illegible. 


Wagollakada.—The village lies below a conical hill covered with forest, which stands out 
prettily across the tank. Nearly at the summit of the hill are caves with two inscriptions and several 
stone images. 


Aliyakada,—A hill higher than Wagollakada, but much of the same shape : about a mile north- 
west of the latter. ‘Two caves with a couple of inscriptions above their brow. The west face of the 
hill mounts in tiers to a beetling crag as at Medagamakanda. 


rar Maradanmaduwa.—A pdlu-gama. On the sloping side of a rock must have been formerly an 
inscription of at least two lines cut in unusually bold letters, some over a foot in length. Onlyafew 
letters are legible now. 


Wahalkada*.—No other official seems to have visited the great Wahalkada tank previously, 
with the exception of Mr. J. F. Dickson, when Government Agent of the North-Central Provinee, 
some fifteen to twenty years ago. Wahalkada-vewa muy be reckoned among the largest tanks of 
the Island, in more than one respect rivalling Padaviya. Little or nothing ‘is known of this magnifi- 
cent tank, probably owing to its being buried in forest at the very north-east corner of the Province. 

The path from Maha Kapugolléwa runs throagh [hala Divulvewa, Elapatvewa, and a beautiful 
little lake (Gadolvewa) at less than a mile’s distance east of a long range of low hills called generally 
_ Méhinna, “the great ridge.” Beyond the gal-penniuma, or rock spill, on the peramuna (tank) side 
of the hinna is a ruined building of stone popularly called “ Patirippuwa.” Half amile from the great 
breach, outside the tank, are ruins of a small dagaba and viharé :. nearer still inseribed slabs with 
Tamil inscriptions. Further along the bund is the fine goda-horowwa, or high-level sluice. This is 
still practically in perfect condition. 

Two days later investigated the course of the two streams, the Tavalamhammilléwa-oya and 
the “Yd6da-ela,” which debouch within Wahalkada tank, and finally pass through the great breach as 
_ one river. 

Entered the Tavalamhammilléwa-oya at Puliyankulama and followed it down to Wahalkada- 
vewa. Thence returned up stream along the course of the “Yéda-ela,” past Rambéwa and Kahatagol- 
1éwa (where is an ancient stone bridge) as far as the dam on the Mora-oya, whence the “ Yéda-ela ” 
starts, neac Namadavewa. : 


. Tammannewa,—North-east of Tittagonéwa. The ruins are situated half mile or more from 
the tank, where there is a large stretch of open rock cut into patches by Euphorbia and low bushes. 
The viharé is quite out of the ordinary—a small building only 11 ft. square by 6 ft. 10 in. high, formed 
of a miscellaneous collection of stone slabs and pillars, evidently taken from an ancient viharé and put 
together in the roughest manner. Inside, the roof is ceiled with old pillars, to sustain the weight of a 
- pyramidal dome of solid bricks. The only image in this shrine isasmall Buddha. There is a broken 
flight of eight steps leading up to the viharé, and a short length of brick and mud wall in front of it, 


Herathammillewa.—Little to see beyond an old dagaba (patched up), a viharé (Kandyan type), 
and some pillars and ruined building sites. 


' * For further particulars of Wahalkada-vewa see Seventh Report, Appendix C (Sessional Paper XIITI., 1896, pages 33, 84). 
71-04 
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- Rambewa.—On the bund of the tank is a square inscribed pillar. There is writing on all four 


‘sides, but considerably worn. The inscription is dated in the first year of King “ Abha Salaméwan,” 


who may be reasonably identified as Sena II. (866-901 A.D.). 

The weather was evidently breaking (October 1), but determined to push on to Padaviya. 
Sent Mr, Wickramasinghe to examine ‘Tikkéwa, returning myself along the Maha Kapugolléwa path 
to verify his examination of the ruins at Kunchikulama and Tambara-ve wa. 


Tambaravewa,— Examined carefully by Mr. Wickramasinghe, during my exploration of the 
water-shed of Wahalkada-vewa. This cluster of ruins abuts on the bund of the picturesque village 
tank. There is a simplicity of plan and absence of ornamental stone work, An oblong raised site, 70 
yards by 30 yards nearly, is bounded by a stone rampart and bisected, so as to form two terraces. 
Flights of steps lead up from the first terrace to the second (where is a basement of some ruin), and 
thence on to the tank bund. 


Kunchikulama,—A pdalu-gama (lately purchased) across the Tavalamhammilléwa-oya. The 
jungle growth has buried the buildings so completely that the lines of the monastery could only be 
followed with the greatest difficulty. 

Mr. Wickramasinghe’s preliminary examination and record of the ruins proved quite accurate. 
The ruins are on the hinna. Within a stone-fenced quadrangular area, 100 yards by 40, evidently 
stood several buildings regularly laid out—one measuring 78 ft. by 48 ft., supported on twenty-four 
dressed pillars. A dagaba with a square maluwa has suffered from treasure seekers. 

Tikkewa.—Mr. Wickramasinghe notes :—“An abandoned village, four to five miles from Tittagonéwa. The 
cluster of ruins, encompassed by a stone wall nearly 240 ft. square, is under dense low jungle, on the east bank of a 


stream, said to flow to Bandara-ulpota, a tank half a mile south. I noticed five ruins, a vihdéré, two ddgabas, and two 
other sites.” 


Sinhaya-ulpota,—This village with a good tank was abandoned some years ago. ‘here is 
a small viharé here (attached to the Viharahammilléwa temple) in charge of a single priest. 

A supposed lion (sinhayd)-headed spout and the spring (wlpota) of delicious cold water, which 
was diverted so as to flow through the mouth of the beast, have given the name to the village from 
old times. 

‘he stone spout is rectangular, about 6 ft. in length by 1 ft. square, and really ends in the 
gaping jaws of that mythical monster the makarayd. 


Padaviya,—There are no inhabited villages on the path between Sinhayd-ulpota and Padaviya, 
a distance of nearly eight miles. Camped at Padaviya from October 3 to 14, spending nearly a fortnight 
in explorations there and in the neighbourhood—at Moragoda, Aluthalmilléwa, and Buddhannéhela, - 
Forced to leave most work to Mr. Wickramasinghe, owing to sharp attacks of fever which laid me 
up for five or six days. 


Mr. Wickramasinghe brought back detailed notes and a plan of the ruins at Aluthammilléwa. 

Mr. Wickramasinghe’s notes are as follows :— 

Aluthaimillewa.—Two miles from Bégaha-vewa. Its sole inhabitants are a few families, “ Wanni 
minissu’’—undoubtedly the descendants of Veddas, for some of them still use the bow and arrow. Aluthalmilléwa 
is six miles from Padaviya. The ruins lie a little to the north of the tank. They consist of four buildings : two 


viharés, a bédhi-kotuwa,and a dagaba which seems to have been enclosed by a quadrangle wall and a moat—although 
of these only few traces can be seen, 

On some steps an inscription of Wahaba Raja was discovered, the greater part quite defaced. At the back of 
the viharé is a large size standing figure of Buddha, half buried in the ground. Two pieces of bricks, exquisitely 
moulded, were picked up. These ruins should be further examined.” 


Moragoda,—Mr. Wickramasinghe cleared jungle round the buildings, &c., at the “ Moragoda” 
ruins about a mile outside Padaviya tank, north-east. Mr. Mortimer of the Survey Department was 
recently working at Padaviya, surveying the bund and apparently some of the “ Moragoda”’ ruins, 

Excavated the “ Patirippuwa” (Siva Dévalé).. The design of moulding recalls Berendi Kévil 
in the Three Kédralés (Kégalla District) ; but does not equal it for variety and grace. On the coping 
fillet are cut two lines in old Tamil letters, not very legible. In laying bare the elevation more letters 
were discovered on a portion of the block. Opened up the sanctum, which is lined with stone and 
has at the centre in situ a lingam, with its argha, or socket pedestal, ‘well preserved. 

Photographed a pillar inscription (Sinhalese) of “ Kasub Siri Sang Bo” (Kasyapa IV., 912- 29 
A.D.),” the inscribed (Tamil) slabs near the “ Patirippuwa,” its moulded basement, a carved pillar, a 
“stand,” stone bull, figure of Padmapani, a sedent Buddha (half the face split off), the dagaba, a stone 
lattice window, the "fallen lion, and one of the ancient wells. The great breach in the tank bund and 
the ruins of the sluice were also photographed. 

The ancient remains at Moragoda are situated immediately below Padaviya tank, stretching © 
north for half a mile or so. The Mda-oya, after issuing from the great beach, is nowhere more than 
half a mile from them. The tract of forest in which the ruins lie being rich in mora (Nephelium 


- longanum) has acquired the name “ Mora-goda,” and on account of the large enclosure with wells 


(lin), a prominent feature, “ Lin-hat Mora-goda,” “ Moragoda of the Seven Wells. ae 
The whole group seems to comprise :— 


(i.) A walled enclosure, irregularly shaped, containing three or four sites of buildings and 
ten wells. 
(ii) A Siva Dévalé, enclosed. 
(iii.) Buddhist temple premises (viharé, dagaba, &c.). 
(iv.) Another enclosure with ashrine or two, near a colossal stone lion, now prone and much 
damaged. 


Besides these specially marked ruins there are (@) some remains of the stone work of the 
meda-horawwa, or ancient low level sluice, swept away centuries back by the floods which caused 
the immense breach through the bund ; (0) traces of a structure on the low rock in the tank, south of 
the breach ; (c) signs of buildings on the crest of Kiun-balana-kanda and Deviyanné-kanda ; and 
finally (d) the goda horowwa, high level sluice, to the westward, still in fair order. 


* In reality there are ten wells. 
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Buddhannehela,—A bare ridge some nine or ten miles north of Padaviya. Rock-cut steps lead 
to the summit, whereon stands a strange hulk-like boulder, 35 ft. in height. This has been doubly 
utilized, to erect thereon a dagaba and to shelter a shrine under its overhanging side. Fivecaves. In 
the one beneath the massy boulder is a brick-walled k#dvil, with lingam and yéni in situ, and a 
broken figure of Ganésha near, 

Within the porch of the shrine was discovered a square inscribed pillar, fitted as a door post 
with tennon and mortice and put in with the writing upside down. The inscription is dated in the 
third year of “ Abhd Salaméwan,” probably Kasyapa V. (929-39 A.D.) or Dapula V. (940-52 a.D.). A 
few rock-cut letters were also found near the boulder. 


Nambakada,—The path from Padaviyato Yakavewa, a distance of 12 miles, passes through the 
west outskirts of Nambakada-vewa (about half way), Halmillapotana, and Manéwa, all abandoned tanks. 
Nambakada is a large abandoned tank. Examined an inscribed pillar in the bed of the stream issuing 
from the wide breach. A shapely vase-head tops the pillar. Only on two sides the letters are not 
weathered beyond hope of decipherment. The inscription belongs to “ Abha Salaméwan” (Kasyapa 
V.) Also measured the fine bisékotuwa of the goda-horowwa. This ancient “silt-trap” is 10 ft. by 
9 fi., and is 16 ft. deep to the rectangular conduits. The sides are faced with eight courses of mono- 
lithic slabs, 2 ft. 6 in. in thickness. Those of the north and south side slabs are incised 4 in. to allow 
of wooden regulating doors in front of the two conduits (nalal), which passed the water out of the 
tank. On the inner face the intake was a single culvert centrally placed. 

My Assistant also explored the ruins at “ Nambakada Nuwara,” so-called, on a hinna some 
two and a half miles distant towards Sinhaya-ulpota. 


Veheragala,—Four miles north-east of Yakavewa. Visited by Mr. Wickramasinghe. Two 
stretches of rock with remains of two dagabas, traces of buildings, slabs and bricks. 


Indigollewa.—An ancient stone bridge, or dam, over the Mugunu-oya, two miles or so from 
Yaka-vewa. Of the stone work only one upright is left. A “ Ydda-ela ” starts from here. 


Vihara Hammillewa,—There is a poor viharé. Under a small rock is a short eave inscription. 


Dutuvewa.—Mr. Wickramasinghe (owing to my inability from persistent fever) underiook to 
visit Dutuvewa and Kudagama and examine the ruins reported there. This he did under great 
disadvantage, owing to settled wet weather. At Dutu-vewa are a dagaba and three buildings, all in 
thick low jungle. 

Kudagama.—These ruins (which lie in forest) are situated one and a half mile north-east of 
Relapanawa. They consist of a ruined dagabaand five or six sites of buildings enclosed by a diydgala, 
or moat. 

October 28-25.—Closed cireuit and returned by cart to Anuradhapura vid Horowwapotana (the 
only route of four possible, owing to streams being unfordable), Kahatagasdigiliya, and Mihintale. 


EPIGRAPHY. 


Until estampages are obtained, and the numerous inscriptions of the North-Central and 
other Provinces collated and thoroughly edited in an Hpigraphia Zeylanica worthy the name, it will 
only be possible to offer, in most cases, provisional texts and translations. 


The inscriptions—nearly ninety in all—examined in the course of the year are tabulated 
below.* 

The examination of these inscriptions has resulted in a distinct advance towards definitely 
reconciling the nomenclature, applied to sovereigns, ministers, &c., in the Pali and Sinhalese 
chronicles of Ceylon, with that of lithic records dating from their time. 

Dr. Miiller’s identification of the King “ Sivi Naka” with Maha Séna is confirmed ; that of one 
“ Malu Tisa”’ at least with Kanittha Tisa strengthened. The Padaviya (Moragoda) pillar establishes 
the true relationship of Udaya I. to his successor Kasyapa IV., as brother, not uncle. Further, by 
the correction of the error which led both Drs. Goldschmidt and Miiller to fix on Kasyapa V., instead 
of Séna II., as father of Dapulu V., fresh chronological starting points have been gained. 


Enscriptions. 


(Examined in 1891.) 
mee terete ee te ee ee eS ss LEE CMT AM EERERERE CEE MMS ee Ane te re oe eee 


No. Koralé. | Village. Site. Class. | Sovereign. Year. Remarks, 
1 | Kendé _...| Kendéwa po — | Slab ‘ —_ — | 10th century 
2 do. _...| _Kalanchiya ...| Niraviya ...| Rock ...| Naka Maharaja | — | Mahallaka Naga 
?) 
3 -do. ...| Bandéra Ratmalé — | Pillar Sa —_ — | 10th century 
4 do. _...| Kapirigama aie -- | Pillar slab... oo — do. 
5 do. _...| Vévelketiya oa _ | Slab ...| Siri Saig Bo 3rd | Mahinda IV. 
Abhay (975-991 a.p.* 
6 aXe aa — Tambalagolléva | Pillar —_ — | 10th century 
7 | Uddiyam- = Tamaragala ...! Rock di —_ — — 
kulam 
8 Ge ac, =~ do. ny do. ...! Gamani Abaya | -—- | Gaja Bahu !. 
! (113-135 a.v.} 
9 do. ...| Pahala Kayinat- | — | do. _...| Vasaba | — | Vasabha (66-11 
| tama | A.D.) 
10 do. _ ..:| Kahatagasdigiliya — | Slab ...| Siri Saiig Bo ? Mahinda IV. 
Abhay 
11 | Kalpe ... — Veherabendigala} Rock : — — mee 


RNA NAN SNA ERE Sc SSE ESNENY oan 

* In Appendix HE (Sessional Paper XIII., 1896) are given transcripts of texts made from my “eye-copies” and photo- 

graphs, together with tentative renderings into English. For the translations B. Gunasékara, Mudaliyar, Chief Sinhalese 
Translator to Government, and Mr. D. M. de Z. Wickremasinghe, are mainly responsible. 
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[uscriptions—conid. 


—~ 


Remarks. 


+ 


Rasnakéwa dep 


12 Kalpe —- Rock — — ee 
13 do,  .---| Kumbukvewa ..,. — do. . — — a. 
14 (| Palu Mekichchéwa —_ do. .-| Gamani Abaya...| — | Gaja Bahu I. 
15 || Ellévéwa oa — Pillar slab...) Abhi Salamewan; 7th | Sena I. (846-866. 
A.D.) (? 
#16 do. .| Veheragala .| Pillar .| Abhé Salamewan| 10th David ¥. 
17 Dapulu (940-952 a.p.) 
*18 | | Moragahavela — Pillar slab...| Jaya Bahu — | Tamil 
19 | — Tammannekanda | Rock _ — 
#20 = | — — do. _...| Naka WPM Bo rd Mahallala Naga 
a , (135-141 a.p.) 
91 3 a es do. _...| Malu Tisa ..| 7th | Kanittha Tiga ~ 
q | (165-193 a.p.) 
22-26 i a Nettukkanda ...) Caves “ — — fie 
27-30 — do. ..| Kock eee at a 2 
31 os Debalgala do obs — — | Earl 
32 | - do. sate do. .| Siri Mekavana Ist | Kirti Sri Mégha- 
| Aba varna (304-332. 
A.D.) . 
33. [ _- do. Sud On ines _— SS) fy) 1798 i 
34-37 (| Bambarahela __...| Bambarahela- Caves te — _ oe 
kanda 
38 | — Aminichchiya ...| Rock > —_ — fou 
Sa Pandarelléwa — Pillar slab... — — | 8th century 
40 — Kotakanda _....| Cave _ -- Ye 
4l | _ do. | Rock : — _ ny 
42 | Timbirivewa  ...| Veheragala_... do. .| Siri Naka | (2) | Mahé Séna 
: (277-304 a.p.) 
43 | do, ke do. Ae do. _...| Puvaya Naka ...| 4th do, : 
44 do. “a do. ay do. -| Mekavana Abaya| 2nd | Kirti Sri Méghé- 
i varna 
45 | do. wae do. wo do. .| Mekavana Abaya] 2nd | do. 
46 | do. is do. soe do. — — ae 
47-48 Diyatittavewa — ...| Caves — —_| my 
49 | Puliyankadawala an Rock iis — | Early 
50-54 a Brahmanaydgama — Caves im — — — | 
355 a | Parangiyéwadiya — Pillar slab... — aw Tamil 
56 ° Kuda Ambagas- — Cave wae _ — nas 
& 4) vewa VE 
57 s | do. — Rock = — “an 
58 Ss do. — Pillar — sip L0th abattary | 
59 do. ma do. = — | Fragments, 10th, | 
century | 
60-61 Wagollakada .| Wagollékada- Caves : — _ — ; | 
| kanda nbs | 
62-63 Aliyékada .| Aliy4kadakanda | do. — _ = | 
64 Maradanmaduwa... = Rock _ nF Toa 29272: a 
65 Wahalkada am Slab tii rot — | Tamil . | 
66 | do. =a ee Pillar slab — —t e"! Co: | 
67 | Tirappankada- — Rock s —~ — ans | 
| wala | 
68 | do. ts Ah do. ...|Gamani Abaya...) — | Gaja Bahu I. | 
69 Vilévewa fee — do. .-.| Mahamatta — | Mother of Gaja | 
| Babu I. 
70 Velimahdpoténa ... — Pillar <a — — | 10th century 
71-73 | | Medagama .| Medagamakanda| Caves » 3 — on 
74 | Rambéwa BG — Pillar —...| Abh4 Sateen 1st | Sena IT. 
75 || Aluthalmilléwa ... — Slab ...| Vahaba «| — | Vasabha 
76 3 Padaviya ie — Pillar ...[Siri Sang Bo 16th | Kaésyapa IV. 
=: [ Kasub (912-929 a.D.) 
17 a 4 do. ht — Pillar slab |!Pardkrama Béhu | — | Pardkrama Béhu 
re T. (1164-1197 
vi A.D.) 
78-80 (| Padawiya ae — Slabs ...|K6-Rajaraja- — | Raja Raja I. 
a Rajakésare- (984-1003 A.D.) 
2 | varman Tamil 
#Q1 - y — Buddhanné-hela-| Rock ay = — = 
= 4 kanda 
82 5 | — do. .+| Pillar ...|Abha Salamewan} 3rd | 10th century 
83 M4 | Nambiakada — do. ie do. — ue A ¥ 
84 || Vihdréhalmilléwa — Cave ; — — 
85 iahata 3 ea, pa ene as cael’ see sei — ae Tamil 
86 0. 0. ae 0. vee oO ~ do. 
87 do. do. “ss do. --.| Pillar . Kesariya Ragi ...| — do. 
88 do. do. «8 do. sof Pillar socket ae ne 
89. |Kiribat Ve- do. wae do .| Pillar . (Siri Saiig Bo ...| 14th | SenaIT. (866-901 ; 
hera, PRY EP) : be 
{ 


* Inscriptions mentioned by Dr. Goldschmidt or Miiller. 
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TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY. 


Mr. P. D. Warren visited Anuradhapura on behalf of the Surveyor-General early i in the year 
in order to ascertain the nature of the survey required on the ruins. 

“Monasteries A” and “B” and “C” near the Lankarama Dagaba will be surveyed by 
Mr. Ridout as a test of cost; whilst Mr. Young (under Mr. Ridout’s directions) is to complete the 
survey of the ruins in area Y, connecting with Mr. Snowden’s partial survey, and gradually extend- 
ing east and west until the whole of the ruins near the Jétawanarama Dagaba are worked off. 

Mr, Ridout ran a traverse up the path to the “ Vijayarama” ruins, as far north as “ Kiribat 
Vehera,”’ where a new and useful trigonometrical point has been fixed. From this line it will be 
easy to tap any ruins in areas H, &c., as the work of exploration proceeds northwards. 


During the year Mr. T. N. Young was engaged on the survey of the following ruins :— 


(a) Ruins at Toluvila below Nuwaravewa. 

(b) The so-called “ palaces” bordering the Outer Circular road and Arippu road. 

(c) Ruins near Basawakkulam and Bulankulam tanks. 

(d) Ruins near Mirisavetiya Dagaba. 

(e) Séla Chaitya Dagaba, and the ancient road running north to the Malwatu-oya. 
(f) Ruins (portion) between the Outer Circular road and “ Vijayarama” Monastery. 


Mr. Young has, further, plotted a sixteen-chain plan of all the ruins of Anuradhapura which 
have been surveyed up to the close of 1891. 


STAFF, 


Mr. D. M. de Zilva Wickramasinghe, Assistant to the Librarian of the Museum, temporarily 
detached last year to serve as my Clerk and Interpreter, arrived only at the end of March. I had 
been nine months dependent on the Anuradhapura Kachcheri for clerical aid. 

The smallness of the labour force continued to delay excavations very considerably, and 
justified a fresh (and successful) appeal to Government for more hands to enable the Archeological 
Survey to be prosecuted with vigour. 


H. C, P. BELL, 
Archeological Commissioner, 
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